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The Future Drought Fund (FDF) is a key aspect of the 
Australian Government’s forward-looking drought policy, 
which provides a permanent and secure revenue source 
to build drought resilience.

Funding
The FDF begins with an initial credit of $3.9 billion with 
earnings to be reinvested until the balance reaches 
$5 billion, expected to be over the next decade. The FDF 
provides $100 million every year from 1 July 2020, for new 
investment in drought resilience and preparedness.

Funding for the FDF is in addition to significant funding 
assistance already available to farmers during drought 
and will not replace any existing programs.

Need for a Future Drought Fund
The FDF will support initiatives that enhance the 
drought resilience of Australian farms and communities 
by becoming more prepared to respond to the impacts 
of drought. 

This includes investing in:
• research and innovation
• research adoption and extension
• adopting new and existing technology
• improved environmental and natural 

resource management
• infrastructure and community initiatives. 
This investment will help make the agriculture 
sector more productive and profitable. It will also 
enhance the health and sustainability of Australia’s 
farming landscapes.

Key points
• The Future Drought Fund 

provides a permanent and 
secure revenue source of 
$100 million per year to build 
drought resilience 

• Public consultation will be held 
for a minimum of six weeks 
from November 2019

• Visit the Future Drought 
Fund Have Your Say webpage 
for consultation locations 
and dates, or to provide 
a written submission or 
do a survey

• The Drought Resilience 
Funding Plan is expected to be 
finalised by February 2020

• The draft Drought Resilience 
Funding Plan is available at 
haveyoursay.agriculture.gov.
au/future-drought-fund.

http://www.haveyoursay.agriculture.gov.au/future-drought-fund
http://www.haveyoursay.agriculture.gov.au/future-drought-fund
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For more information
agriculture.gov.au/fdf

The government will develop and publish 
a draft Drought Resilience Funding Plan. 
This high level framework will ensure 
a coherent and consistent approach is 
undertaken when considering and providing 
funding for drought resilience projects.

Following a public consultation process, the 
funding plan is expected to be completed by 
February 2020.

Public consultation
The Future Drought Fund Consultative 
Committee will seek feedback from 
stakeholders across Australia on the draft 
funding plan. The consultation will include 
meetings, an online public submission process 
and an online survey over six weeks, starting 
in November 2019.

Together, the Consultative Committee has a 
wealth of experience in:
• agricultural economics
• climate risk
• rural and regional development
• natural resource management. 
Committee members include: Mr Brent Finlay 
(Chair), Dr Kate Andrews, Dr Wendy Craik AM, 
Dr Elizabeth Peterson and Ms Caroline Welsh.

You can find out more about the 
committee members and the committee’s 
Terms of Reference by visiting the 
Future Drought Fund Have Your Say 
website haveyoursay.agriculture.gov.au/
future-drought-fund.
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Purpose of the consultation
The Consultative Committee is seeking 
feedback on the draft funding plan. They want 
to hear from farmers, communities and 
industry about what  could be helpful to build 
resilience for farm businesses and communities 
against future droughts. 

The consultation is not about focusing on how 
to manage the current drought conditions or 
how to provide in-drought support. Instead, the 
consultation purpose is to find solutions to 
help the agricultural sector and communities 
be better prepared to manage the impact of 
drought in years to come. 

The findings of previous consultations, 
including those undertaken with the 
Coordinator-General for Drought, Major General 
Stephen Day DSC AM, will be considered by the 
Consultative Committee. People who previously 
engaged in that process are welcome to 
participate in the consultation process.

Consultative Committee visits
The Consultative Committee will visit up to 
20 locations.

To find out dates and exact locations, visit 
the Future Drought Fund Have Your Say 
website haveyoursay.agriculture.gov.au/
future-drought-fund.

You can also make an online submission 
during the consultation period at the 
Department of Agriculture’s website 
haveyoursay.agriculture.gov.au/
future-drought-fund.
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